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Vlatches Maurice Richard
f

‘ ‘ I\ /I Y2 phone rang at midni
Irvin for hisgb kldnlght one night,” Scotty Bowman told p;
00 Yhe Habs: An Oral Hi “l();-\ 5 old Dick
g ALy the Mon

Canadiens 1940 to 1980. “It was Claude Ruel”
Ruel was a jack-of-all-trades in the Canadiens’ front

Wlth = ; nt office who worked
man as an assistant coach, while also serving as director of ol (
S rving as airector of player

f"l‘(l/

development during the 1970s. “Scotty;” said Ruel, “T've just seen a junior pl
who lifted me out of my seat. First one since Guy | n-k-;;:_-f m}p‘:r\;hn
was Michael Bossy. “We gotta get him!” ' Sy
Mike Bossy was a kid from Montreal playing junior hockey in the suburbs
aftor with the Laval Nationale, but Bowman had never seen him play. He checked
pic him out at Ruel’s request and liked Bossy right away. “Claude
ets promote him to Sam [Pollock]. But our scouts didn't like him. In those days
Sherbrooke had a junior team that was full of goons. Games
all the time. When wed talk about Bossy Ron Caron and the scouts woul ;
‘Wait ’til you see him play in Sherbrooke’ They q““‘imw.d,lm&'\“\, e “: ike
According to his biography on the Hockey Hall of 1.;1‘mc website; |
Bossy’s father gave him a plastic hockey stick when Ije \\"nls R
see what would result” At the age of five he sc_orcd 23 g-Ofl:Ull:\ "m = s
He grew up to score a record 309 goals in his four-plus €7
Major Junior Hockey League, and yet the
in their assessment of him.
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on BOSSY before the New York Islanders selected p;

PlaYerS pleed ahead of him went op 10 become flim o0 OVera]]
185 players selected that year, only Johp, Ton ne
with their second-round choice, scored ey
BossY netted in his career.

The New York Islanders had entereq the N
1972-73, and their woeful record of 12-60-6 in
worst mark in NHL history. In those days a last-p
pick in the NHL Draft, so the Islanders landed numper
potvin. After modest improvements in their second se one
Clark Gillies and Bryan Trottier with their firgt two dra
third season of 1974-75, the Islanders had secureqd their first playoff
year later they recorded 101 points and established themselves :gayoﬁ spot. A
powerhous?. Smart drafting remained an Islanders trademark, and
to select Mike Bossy continued the team’s upward trend.

Bossy arrived at his first training camp in the fall of 1977 determined to
show what he could do. Islanders coach Al Arbour placed him at right ‘
on a line with Trottier and Gillies, and the chemistry between the Hiiteny
obvious. “We picked the guy we needed!” Arbour enthused. Bossy became |
first rookie in NHL history to reach the 50-goal plateau, finishing the seaso
with 53 goals to rank second in the NHL behind Guy Lafleur’s 60. Trottier led
the league with 77 assists, and his 123 points also placed him second to Lafleur,
who had 132. As a team, the Islanders went 48-17-15 and won their first
division title with 111 points, yet they suffered a quarter-final playoff defeat at
the hands of the Toronto Maple Leafs. i

A year later Bossy led the NHL with 69 goals while Trottier was hrsl‘ \Lﬂ,[h‘
87 assists and 134 points. Denis Potvin won the Norri§ TI‘(?ph)' a‘s t?(t‘l:-;\n
defenceman for the third time in four years, and goalies Billy bn?nt}‘w ?:;u:nbcr
Resch formed a top tandem in the nets. This t e Islanders we g
one in the NHL with 116 points (51-15-14),
crushing playoff defeat, losing to the riva1‘ Ran'ger;_ 1 for fifth inthe NHL with
80, Bossy “slumped” to “only” 51 goals, which tied 1:1 i 6fth overall with
arookie named Wayne Gretzky, and the Islanders pcli gpin d defeated the
91 points. Still, they went all the way to the Stanlel);‘ ‘Zt}’up 5 r the
Philadelphia Flyers in six games when John Tonelll s
Series-winning goal in overtime.

Looking for something new t0 mot ’
Bossy set his sights on a unique accomphshmen o i
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i ates, he didn’t
— though outside of confiding in a few close friends and teamm

o public with his plan at first. : . his first 23
: pBossy began the 1980-81 season on fire, scoring 25 goals in his

in Montreal

games. On the night of November 27, 1980, the Isl.anders wercla1 11nd et
d an assist but was ne

for their 24th game of the season. Bossy ha . B e
in a 4-3 victory over the Canadiens. That same night Ma.uill et
in Lethbridge, Alberta, to referee an old-timers A Richar th)on o
local sportswriter Garry Allison, who wrote about Fhelr conversce;.dn,t o
Lethbridge Herald on December 2. The Rocket admitted that he di T%/ oo
too many NHL games anymore and didn’t even watch them much on TV.
didn’t like the style of the modern game. “I don't like these slapshots from
centre, where they race in for the puck;” he said. “When you take the s'laPShOt
out of the game, you see more passing. You see guys carrying the puck into the
other end. You see better hockey””

Although Phil Esposito had pushed the single-season record all the way up
to 76 goals in a 78-game season in 197071, Richard didn’t consider that mark
to be any better than his own scoring accomplishments. “After they went to 12
teams;” he said, “they should have started a new record book. But what are you
going to do?” As for Bossy, Richard thought he had a chance to match his 50
goals in 50 games. He rated the Islanders’ sniper as a similar player to himself:
not a super hockey player, but a superb goal scorer. “There were a lot better
hockey players than me” Richard admitted, “but they didn’t work as well as I
did around the net”

Meanwhile, Bossy continued to keep quiet. After scoring 33 goals through
33 games, he got just one in his next two games to slip slightly behind the
goal-a-game pace he needed, but then he scored a hat trick in his next outing,
a 9-0 win over Chicago on December 21, to give him 37 goals in 36 games. It
was around then, when a journalist asked him if he was shootin

scoring record, that Bossy went public with what ha
“Rocket’s record is what I'm aiming for,” he said,

With the spotlight fully on him now, Bossy scored three goals over the
five games, giving him 40 in 41, Three nights later, against Toronto on J o3
6, 1981, Bossy was held without a goal yet set a team record wit o)
including five on goals by John Tonelli, i 3 win
Leafs. When he scored just once more in the next three am ov'er' i Maple
in 45, Richard’s record seemed to be slipping away, but thgen I:S’ s
times in a 6-3 win over Pittsburgh and suq : Slssd fou

denl wa A
In his next game, against the Washingtonyc S at 45 goals in 46 games.

apit: ;
January 17, Bossy scored three more and wag noz, :LS f(:iur nights later on
48 goals in 47 games. With 50 in 50 truly in g €ad of the pace with

g for Esposito’s
d been driving him,




the Canadiens to draft Bossy k
Montreal North neighbofrs}slz):jcslt( m. 1977 after seeing the kid from his own
Adding extra excitement to Bamr}g as a junior player.

fact that Charlie Simmer of the L ossy’s chase of the Rocket’s record was the
up at left wing on the Kings’ Tri 105 Angeles'Kings was hot on his heels. Lined
Taylor, Simmer had pla 'egd 461’1P e Crown Line with Marcel Dionne and Dave
goals. After being shut (zut . games tthtlgh January 17 and had scored 44
In 48 games. in game 47, Simmer scored twice to reach 46 goals
20, fg??’?}iiyfd his 48th game at home
wrote Larry Brosclj(n('ier s won 5-0, but Bossy W
with keeping BO: in Sports Tllustrated on February 2,
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i 1d have followed
d. “I think Barrett wou .
o afterward. Later BOSsy missed

h Al Arbour to crack, “I should

his attention on keeping B :
me to the bench if T'd gone there,” Bossy said

two long shots at an open net, prompting coac

have given Mike my glasses.” : Tl
Sfill stuck at 48 goals in 49 games, Bossy tried to remain upbeat.

one game left” he said. “IfI don't break the Rocket’? record, I’mt;o;ge;nngx :)2 31'; H;E
off the George Washington Bridge. The sun will still come up the i

Game 50 was on Saturday night, January 24, 1981. The Islan .e % [aved
home to the Quebec Nordiques. By coincidence, the Los Angeles Kings pb atyhe
their 50th game that same day. Simmer had yet to move past 46 goals, bu 5
and his teammates were playing an afternoon game in Boston. That fneant e
could still beat Bossy to the record with a big game. Simmer hadn’t spoken
much about the 50-in-50 milestone and was “amazed” that Bossy had put so
much pressure on himself. “Td love to do it,” Simmer admitted, “but I'm not
obsessed by it

In his story for Sports Illustrated, Larry Brooks wrote that Bossy awoke
early that Saturday morning to make breakfast for his 16-month-old daughter.
He then went back to bed and slept until it was time get up and watch the
Kings-Bruins game on television. Bossy watched Boston build up a 3-0 lead
in the early stages of the second period before Marcel Dionne beat goalie Jim
Craig to put the Kings on the scoreboard midway through the frame. Simmer
finally scored number 47 at 17:40 of the second period, then evened the game
at 3-3 with his 48th goal just 1:23 into the third. “I really didn’t think hed get
four goals when I tuned in;” Bossy said, “but then I began to wonder .. ”

Simmer made it to 49, but his third goal of the game was into an empty
net with just one second remaining, so there was no chance to get another.
“I’m. disappointed I came so close and didn’t make it Simmer admitted, “but
?,ettmg 50 in 50 games had never been uppermost in my mind. If Mike can do
it, more power to him.”

Through two periods on Saturday nj ht, <y
Although Al Arbour was sending him );ut gn ex?;)asi);li‘ftzinadll hl.mt nVIsible
kept looking to set him up, Bossy didn’t manage even a sine] 1S teammates
during the first 40 minutes. “It felt like my hands were ta dng : ShOt”On goal
lr)eportersl.1 “I wondered if I'd ever score a goal again” ped together,” he tolq

ecause he was the one who had built th; G
he didn't get to 50. “But then I realizuelilt tt:: tl}l,z’ l: would .be embarrassing if
anyone the satisfaction of saying I didn’t try” ggest_thmg Was not to give

Bossy began to look more like his
progressed. The shots were coming, at leag
thfe puck past Nordiques goalie Ron Graha
minutes remaining, Bryan Trottier passed t
net along the boards to defenceman Stefa
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pass to Bossy near the side of the net. Bossy cut in front and whipped a
backhand shot past Grahame for his 49th. The goal put the [slanders ahead
f(:‘; :)\;itl]}l- only 3:.10 left to play. If the score held up, Bossy’might h:fve a chanc{i
e ;s SOtb 1nt0.an empty net. But Grahame was still guarding the g0a
ssy hit the ice again with 1:50 to go.
Davz}ll)? I;lander s had the pressure on, but it looked as if Quebec defencem:l
Tonel}; : ett'e We%s going to be able to fire the puck out of the zo?e. Inste‘a’d\ Io .1;1
alone nfm his stick on the puck and deflected it to Bryan Trottier. B()‘s?} T“::t ;Cr
“’hippe; ;:he faceoff dot to the left of Grahame and hollered for 3 p’ilb.& ; L e
peet .e puck across the ice. Bossy controlled it for only an mst:xl s
third p ew 'r‘St shot through the goalie’s legs. The red light flashed at l'( (:01
eruPted::,Zc.l’ and a capacity crowd of 15,008 at the Nasiuu ?o;nt:\;v ‘r‘o L
OVerand - BosSy jumped and the scoreboard flashed 50 3(; i 0SSy - /
Chose ¢, S;er. A few seconds later Bossy had a chance to SC(‘)I:EOI.Y ]
that o e up Trottier instead for the final tally na/4uciod
B Do%Y said
@S I\jll;\:izhe C.lressing room after the game I?OSSY
Congratula;t Richard. The Rocket also sent him @
ions from an old recordman to a yoU8 "
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[and] I had always hoped that it

one day my record would be surpassed or tied
I have admired from the start.

would be done by the player from Ahuntsic ..
We are proud of you here in Quebec.”

For his part, Bossy said he felt “as if a
shoulders.” and when talk turned to Phil Espositos recor
admitted that “right now, I'm not even thinking about it. I've b
lot in the last few weeks and I just want to relax”
leadi}ossé); fe(l)l 1sho}rlt of Esposito’s record, finishing the season with a league-
52 S{iconi Z fs,f then ad<-1ed 17 more in the playoffs to help the Islanders win
e NOIIII;’ str-alght Stanley Cup titles. A year later Wayne Gretzky
e i s single-season goal-scoring record. Yet the night Mike

ozeneils first player to equal Maurice Richard’s mark of 50 goals in 50
games remains one of the great moments in hockey history.

thousand pounds were lifted off my
d of 76 goals, Bossy
een through a







